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President’s Message

Brian Thomlinson BCTR 
President 2015 /16

Congratulations 
to our Chair 
Trish and 

to the ATDI 
organizing 

committee for a 
successful event in 
Campbell River. 

Here it is the end of  August and we’ve just 
completed the All Triumph Drive In (ATDI) in 
Campbell River. Everyone who attended had fun 
driving up island, the weather supported us and we 
should be proud of  a quality event. 

Congratulations to our Chair Trish and to the 
ATDI organizing committee Adrian,  Joanne,  Ken,  
Denis,  Helen, Keith and Ellen. You all did a great 
job! 

Now to all the volunteers, from the registrar to 
those who worked greeting at the welcome desk and 
everyone else who stepped up to park cars, count 
ballots, set up and take down, a BIG thank you!

There were a few participants who suffered some 
mechanical car maladies but are now safe at home. 
We heard positive things from all attendees,  with 
people doing self  guided drives (or not) and those 
who went kayaking, fishing and hiking. The show 
site had something for everyone. We topped out at 
108 cars and it was encouraging to see how many 
islanders turned up for the event. The youngest 
winner in a GT6 was Nathan Beckett who at age 
24 is continuing the TR tradition. 

This past weekend many of  us attended the  
Historic Motor Races at Mission put on by 
VRCBC.  There was a TR6 that has been gaining 

speed over the years and is a force to be reckoned 
with, owned and driven by Charly Mitchel from 
Washington. There was also an immaculate Spitfire 
running in the small bore class. 

In the car corral Denis Thompson connected with an 
owner of  a 54 Long Door TR 2 that has 200 miles on 
stunning British Racing Green paint with tan 
interior. This proves that TR’s are still out there.
Hopefully we can gain a new member for BCTR.
 
Keep your eyes posted to our website that keeps 
everyone current on all automotive items and 
activities of  interest to the membership. Our thanks 
to Jerry for updating the site on a regular basis. The 
ATDI class winners are posted to the website at 
http://www.bctriumphregistry.com/

As we roll in to the fall season, our next event is the 
30th anniversary club barbeque at Ken and Joanne 
Nicoll’s house on Sept. 17th. We will have an 
afternoon drive in preparation for the BBQ, earlier in 
the afternoon, returning to their house later.  My 
appreciation goes out to those that are preparing for 
our celebration. Lets make sure to get as many people 
out  to mark these 30  years of  BCTR people 
enjoying the Triumph at shows, drives, motorsport 
events and helping each other enjoy the hobby and 
the lasting friendship it brings. 

Brian Thomlinson, 1968 TR250
BCTR President, 2015/2016
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It’s Good to Have Friends 
The All Triumph Drive In was a terrific weekend.  
For Bryan Wicks and myself  the trips to and from 
Campbell River were far from terrific.  

For me things went bad on Friday morning when 
I started the TR8.  It drove just out of  the garage, 
died and would not restart.  (I believe it’s the first 
time in 35 years of  ownership that the TR8 has let 
me down.)  I tried to push it back into the garage 
and pulled a muscle in one leg.  I drove the MINI 
to Brian’s and hitched a ride in his TR3.  We got 
on and off the ferry and made it to Campbell River.  
Once in Campbell River, Bryan shut the TR3 off 
and it wouldn’t restart.  After a push start from 
some American TR owners and a couple of  
tourists, we made it to Painter’s Lodge.  

In the evening numerous BCTR members got their 
hands dirty and helped figure out the problem.  The 
problem was the voltage regulator had died and this 
caused the generator to work overtime without 
being able to charge the battery.  The second 
problem was the starter became weak and  
eventually gave up.  

At the Triumph show more TR friends were under 
the bonnet.  They disconnected the generator and 
with another push start we made it back it Painter’s 
Lodge. After buying a new battery and battery 
charger we were set with two fully charged batteries
to leave for home.  

Another push start we were off to the ferry terminal.  
More push start from strangers and we just made it 
on the ferry.  We were the last car on the ferry and by 
dumb luck they parked us right behind Vito’s TR3A.  
With Vito helping, we made the last push start and 
drove back to Bryan’s. 

My point here is that if  wasn’t for friends, and some 
strangers, our trip to ATDI would have far worse 
than it was.  Many thanks to Barry,  Jerry,  Dennis, 
Lee, Adrian, Ken N. and Vito.  Also, to the ferry 
worker, the two young boys and others who helped 
with push starts when they didn’t have to. 

Ken Martin, TR8  

How many guys does it take to fix Bryan Wick’s TR3?
....All of  them!
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All Triumph Drive In - Campbell River
Following last year’s ATDI in Silverton, Oregon 
that was so ably hosted by PTOA at the Oregon 
Gardens Resort, I knew our club was faced with 
a tall task. When Campbell River was announced 
as this year’s location, I didn’t know what to 
expect. Having passed through the town in 1980 
on the way to Port Hardy to catch a ferry, it 
hadn’t made a memorable impression. Fast 
forward some 36 years, Campbell River has 
become a vibrant community that has certainly 
come of  age. 

Thursday afternoon we arrived at the 
beautiful Painter’s Lodge resort. While exploring 
the Lodge, we met up with the planning 
committee and joined them for lunch. Plans were 
made to meet that evening for dinner at the 
Legends dining room just across the water, at 
April Point on Quadra Island. Ken and Joanne, 
Trish and Adrian, Keith and Ellen, Denis and 
Helen, Richard and Rita, Sam and Linda (TYEE 
Club), and Dale and I took a rocking water taxi 
ride across Discovery Passage to the restaurant 
and lounge. Freshly shucked oysters were the 
special of  the evening, although only Adrian and 
I took advantage of  this gastronomic delight. 
After 
dinner many of  us walked the grounds of  the 
April Point Resort.  Joanne showed us a cabin 
where she and Ken had stayed in on their 30th 
wedding anniversary.

Friday morning saw the arrival of  more cars and 
presented the opportunity to talk with other 
drivers about their adventurous trips to the show; 
the number of  days it had taken them, and 
mechanical issues encountered on the way. The 
registration desk became busy as more drivers 
arrived to pick up their show packages and regalia. 
My friend, Sam Bass from Everett, and I installed 
a new dash support bracket in my car. My bracket 
had been modified to install an aftermarket radio 
that I removed. Sam had found a bracket on EBay, 
had it upholstered in black leather and brought it 
with him to Campbell River for me. 

The Friday evening social was well attended and 
there was ample hors d’oeuvres and beverages. 
This was a great opportunity to visit with friends 
and meet new arrivals. 

Saturday morning we awoke to a perfect car show 
day with broken marine cloud and a gentle breeze. 
108 Triumphs arrived at Robert V Ostler Park just 
a short drive from Painter’s Lodge. The park 
location, in downtown Campbell River was ideal 
for participants and for locals visiting the car show. 
We received really positive feedback from the 
visitors who often remarked on the beauty of  the 
cars on display. The show concluded with award 
presentations. All owners and clubs should be 
commended for the quality of  their cars. 
Congratulations to the TYEE club for strong 
showings in all classes.
continued page 4



All Triumph Drive In - Campbell River
The following BCTR members were 
acknowledged:

Brian Wicks – 2nd place TR3
Oliver Martineau – 3rd place TR4
Brian Tomlinson – 2nd place TR250
Lee Cunningham – 2nd place TR6 early
George Novotny – 4th place TR6 late
Alec Meilen – 2nd place TR8
Gary Stoutenberg – 3rd place TR8
Barrie Puffer – 3rd place Spitfire
Denis Thompson – 2nd place Dolomite Sprint
This is the largest number of  awards for BCTR 
since the Richland, WA ATDI in 2008.

With the conclusion of  the car show, club 
members chose other interesting things to do; the 
Gold River drive, salmon fishing, kayaking, the 
distillery tour, exploring downtown or relaxing by 
the pool. 

We gathered at the Campbell River Recreation 
Centre for our banquet Saturday evening. The 
meal was excellent…I heard many comments on 
the food being the best of  any shows they had 
attended. Following dinner, dessert trays were 
delivered to each table…a nice touch, as the last 
tables called to dinner were still able to indulge in 
the sweets. Brian Tomlinson, our club President, 
had some interesting observations and entertaining 
stories about the weekend. Nice job Brian. The 
evening concluded with the TYEE Club 

presentation inviting us to Wenatchee, WA for the 
2017 ATDI. The show dates are August 10, 11, 
12 and 13 with the Red Lion being the host hotel. 
Reservations are being accepted now. 

I always admire the camaraderie and resolve of  
the Triumph owners who come to the aid of  fellow 
owners. When Bryan Wicks had electrical issues, 
there was no shortage of  people offering assistance. 
Yes, Bryan did make it home with a little help from 
his friends. 

Several owners experienced the generosity of  
the local community when they had mechanical 
problems. At the banquet, Denis Campbell, a Stag 
owner seated at our table, related a story about his 
steering or lack thereof.  Asking around, he was 
referred by to a nearby garage where his steering 
issue was diagnosed. In short order three 
employees set to work on his car. A bracket was 
welded, a rubber bushing was fabricated and 
installed to make his car operational for his drive 
home. Denis was flabbergasted at the service and 
reasonable charge for the work.

Another owner was having an issue with a failed 
half  shaft. He ordered repair parts  which were 
being delivered on Tuesday after the show. Not 
knowing where to do the repair, he asked at the 
Lodge. He was offered to bring his car to the 
Lodge’s maintenance shop, where they would put 
continued page 5
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All Triumph Drive In - Campbell River

the car on a lift so the repair could be done. In 
spite of  being quite booked, the Lodge was able to 
provide accommodation for him as well.

Sunday morning, Denis Overholt, Ken Nicoll and I 
set out on a three hour tour…well actually it was a 
four hour guided salmon fishing charter up 
Discovery Passage, past Brown’s Bay. Our guide, 
Steve, had been at our car show on Saturday. He 
had only heard about the show on social media but 
did arrive in time to hear the engines start up and 
leave the park. He was excited to tell his wife that 
three Triumph owners were out on his boat. 
Although we hooked six fish, Ken was the only 
guy to land one… unfortunately undersized and 
released. The other five fish were hogs (big fish) but 
none made it into the boat. If  you want to hear the 
long story of  the fish that got away, just ask me!

While we were fishing,  Joanne, Tina and Dale 
went kayaking, battling strong currents, little rapids 
and rocky outcrops in Discovery Passage.  Happily 

I can report all three returned unscathed.

We spent a relaxing Sunday afternoon, visiting with 
those that had remained. Thank you, Brian and 
Tina, for hosting an open house (in the bridal suite 
no less) where Trish passed around some of  the 
delicious spoils of  the distillery tour and many of  
the ladies learned a new scrabble-like game. 
Sunday evening groups gathered in the dining 
room and lounge to reflect on the weekend’s 
activities. Keith and Ellen, Ken and Joanne, Dale 
and I headed home on Monday, travelling the 
scenic Oceanside drive as far as Parksville, then to 
Duke Point and the ferry to Tsawwassen.

Thanks to our organizing committee, Trish & 
Adrian, Ken & Joanne, Keith & Ellen, Denis & 
Helen and Linda for a job well done. Thanks to 
Denis Overholt for fabricating the very unique 
trophies, and thanks to all the volunteers and 
donors. We had a great time.

Mike Holliday, 1973 TR6
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All Triumph Drive In - Campbell River

And our event even made the Campbell River Paper...
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All Triumph Drive In - Campbell River
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After eight months in the car hospital Jerry 
Goulet finally got his car back after a hit and run 
in the States.

It started on October 2, 2015 and ended July 
2016....

Ann & Jerry Goulet and Lee & Jan Cunningham 
took a sixteen day drive to San Diego and back.

On October 2, at the first American rest stop, 
about 2 hours into the trip we were parked at the 
rest stop about to get back in our cars when a 
drunk / drugged / high as a kite guy, smacked in 
to the back of  Jerry’s TR3 1960, pushed it 
sideways knocking Ann to the ground and the 
car up on to the sidewalk.  Lee called 911 and 
the driver came back briefly, then the next thing 
we know he bolts in his car. We did get the 
license plate number but the police who attended 
said it was not registered to the vehicle we had 
described. Well, we all stood there startled, and 
wondering what just happened.  Thank goodness 
Ann only had bumps and bruises, and was sore 
for several days, but Jerry’s car not so good. Lee 
pushed and pulled at the frame so that the door 
would sort of  close, and then tied Ann into the 
car, and checked it was safe for them to drive 
back to Abbotsford, where they unpacked and 
repacked in to their Mercedes and made the trip 
back across the border, finally meeting up with us 

in Eugene Oregon. What a couple of  troopers!  We 
stopped along the way, for food, wine and rest at 
Fortuna, Pacific Grove, Santa Barbara, and finally 
Del Mar, arriving Wednesday the 6th. 
 

The weather was extremely hot - 30 plus, and as 
everyone knows no air con in the sports car, so we 
were a little hot.

The Hilton Hotel in Del Mar was fab - with a pool, 
and we enjoyed 5 days there. Ann drove her 
Mercedes to a local shopping mall, but the traffic 
was horrific on the freeway, we were glad to get 
there and back in one piece. We also made a trip 
right into San Diego and did the hop on hop off 
bus tour, which gave us a good feel for the city.
The car show was on the grounds of  the Hilton, 
the cars were parked on the asphalt, which made 
the temp seen a lot hotter.  It was only from  8am 
till noon thank goodness. In the afternoon we went 
on a self  guided tour of  the outskirts of  Del Mar.  
The banquet was at the hotel, and the awards 
given out.  Jerry won the poor bugger award, ( I 
think they called it something else). Lee also got an 
award in his group. 
 

The trip back home was an adventure! Pismo 
Beach for one night; San Francisco for 2 nights.  
We did the hop on hop off bus tour of  San Fran, 
Golden Gate Bridge, some of  the residential areas 
with the beautiful houses, Fishermen’s Wharf,  
Little Italy, and the Hippy district. We went to the  
Bubba Gump restaurant the one from the  Forest 
Gump movie, and had a feast of  many different 
kinds of  shrimp.  The drivers are CRAZY and 
we left San Fran, not a minute to soon, as we all 
thought we may not make it out of  there alive. 
Give us Vancouver traffic any day. Our last leg of  
the trip included Eureka, then Lincoln City. Lee 
calculated we had done 5900 km’s over the 2 week 
period. What a crazy couple of  weeks, but fun 
times we will remember.
 

Cheers folks.
Jan Cunningham

A Year Long Tale...Triumphfest



Q.    
How and why did you join BC Triumph 
Club? 

A. 
We joined the BCTR club in 2011.  I was looking 
for a car club that had British cars or Triumphs as 
their main car theme. The BCTR club has meet 
these needs for us to belong to a club that the 
members have similar cars and have common 
interests in maintaining and updating their 
Triumph cars.

Q.
Tell us about the Triumphs that you have 
owned and your current Triumph. 

A. 
 We have a 1975 Triumph TR6 which I had 
bought new in Jan. 1975. How I came about to 
buy a Triumph TR6  in 1975 was when I was in 
high school at Sir Charles Tupper in Vancouver, I  
was in my last two years of  high school and there 
was a group of  fellows that had TR4’s and 

TR250 and I thought that the Triumphs were a cool 
car to own.  At the time I was driving a 1958 Morris 
Minor that I had put together from three cars to 
make one drivable.

When I graduated from BCIT in 1974 I decided to 
buy a new TR6 since I was working for an 
engineering company and had a good income. The 
dealer Grand-Prix Motors on Seymour St. 
Vancouver did not have one in stock since they were 
in high demand but he kept me on a list and when 
the next batch of  TR6 arrived In January 1975, 
he called me to say he had a Triumph TR6 – color 
Maple with factory option overdrive. I paid a total 
of  $5979.75 for the TR.

I drove the TR as a daily driver for five years then 
put in a barn for the next 25 years.  At times I would 
pull it out to drive in the summers but then the car 
went back into the barn.

In the early 2000 I built myself  a garage by my 
house in Grand Forks and decided to do some work 
on the TR6  put it back on the road, but as we all 
know as I started to work on the car the comment -  
“while I am in there I need to replace  this?”.  This 
then lead to a complete frame-off restoration which 
took five years. Then the car was ready for the road. 
Since putting the car on the road, I still work on it 
in the winter with the many upgrades that I have 
found the Internet. I have enjoyed driving the TR6 
every time I am out for a short drive.

Q.
Who influenced your involvement in the club?

A. 
When I started with the club I was in contact with 
Allan Reich who was the club president.  We talked 
about how the rebuild was progressing.  When I 
was finished with the rebuild, Allan would say that I 
need to join some of  the car outings and if  I did not 
that he would get me kicked out of  the club 
(jokingly).  I have enjoyed the many Boys Runs 
and ATDI and the fellows and their spouses I have 

BCTR Member Profile 

George and Dana Novotny
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I have 
enjoyed the 
many Boys 
Runs and 
ATDI and 
the fellows 
and their 
spouses I 
have met 
during the 
outings.



BCTR Member Profile 

met during the outings.  John Hunt is one of  the 
fellows I am fond of. He is always on the Boys run 
with his TR6. 

Q.
What benefits have you enjoyed as members 
of the club?

A. 
I am not able to attend the monthly club meetings 
in the Lower Mainland but would like to when I 
am down on my Business trips someday. The main 
events where we get together such as the ABFM, 
ATDI and Boys Run are where we like the enjoy 
all the members company.

Q.
What changes have you seen in the club over 
the years?

A. 
I see more members joining the club and I have 
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Setting it Straight
June 2016

In the June 2016 issue of  the BCTR Quarterly 
Publication, incorrect information was printed about 
Greg Winterbottom’s answer to the question about; what 
changes he has seen in the Club over the years. The 
following is the corrected information. 

I think the club is much the same social group it has 
always been.  There are many more events 
available than before, but we miss the Rally in the 
Valley meet.  That always got a good sized group 
out for an extended run, but the Boy’s Run has 
somewhat replaced it.  The ATDI events have 
gotten better and better every year. Our News 
Magazine has also seen constant improvement.   
The Pub nights used to be well attended, but it’s 
time seems to have passed.  The biggest challenge 
ahead may be attracting younger members for the 
next 30 years of  the BCTR.

been a recruiter for the club.  
Whenever I am at a British car 
show in the southern BC area 
I will talk to any Triumph car 
owner about looking to join the 
BCTR club so they can get the 
publications and join the many 
car events that the BCTR 
club is involved with. I also 
am a big fan of  getting the 
younger generation 
involved in our 
Triumph cars to help keep 
them on the road and 
hopefully they will keep 
and drive our Triumphs 
when we pass on.
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BCTR Boy’s Run 2016

The 2016 Boy’s Run was a 4 day run that was held 
June 9-12. It was a circle route that went through 

Twenty Triumphs and one Jaguar participated 
during the run (John Hunt-was escorting Tom 
around) with some boys only staying for a few 
hours or a day, but the majority hung in for the 
whole run. After meeting at Tim Horton’s in 
Abbotsford we headed off with tops up to meet 

Barry and Lee on Highway 1 near Chilliwack. 

Our first stop was Manning Park Lodge for a quick 
pit stop and since it wasn’t raining at the time we 
put the tops down (well most of  us) for the run to 
Penticton.

Southern BC and was organized by Ken Nicoll 
and  Jerry Goulet - great job guys!
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BCTR Boy’s Run 2016
Our next leg of  the route was Highway 3 to 
Princeton, which is very windy and no too busy. 
We fueled up and had some lunch in Princeton. 
The next stretch, Highway 5A to Aspen Grove was 
even better, but when we got to the Okanogan 
Connector, it was flat out 120 KMH in freezing 

temperatures. I had to slow down to 80 KMH just 
to put another layer on before I froze. We then got 
onto Highway 97C to Summerland then down 97 
to Penticton where Len Drake was sitting at the 
hotel having a beer or two, waiting for us to arrive. 

Although the route was boring, there was little traffic so it didn’t seem to take long to get to Summerland, 
where we turned off to head south to Penticton. We assembled at the Super 8 Motel, our first hotel night 
where we grabbed a few beers and had a typical car discussion of  the events of  the day and caught up with 
buddies we hadn’t seen for a while......Then the rain came!

We were greeted on Friday morning with 
periods of  rain, rain and more rain. However after 
a hearty continental breakfast (muffins, yogurt, 
and toast) we headed off with wipers going, towel 
on hand to catch the leaks to Area 27 - between 
Oliver and Osoyoos, where the new racetrack is 
being built.

We all managed to travel up the construction site 
muddy road to look at the progress of  the facility.
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BCTR Boy’s Run 2016
The track is mostly laid out with many 
concrete barriers in place but no asphalt yet. After 
about 30 minutes standing in the rain we headed 
down to Highway 97 then on to Highway 3 on 
to Grand Forks where George & Dana Novotny 
served a fabulous lunch including Borsch, 
sandwiches, cookies and coffee. While lunch was 
being served Lee helped out George sort out a 
minor fuel in the engine oil issue. Lee also 
inspected the driveway looking for pollutant 
coming from Vlad’s TR6.

After lunch we were on our way to Nelson in a 
torrential rainstorm. Highway 3 was enjoyable 
despite the rain. We all fueled up in Castlegar 
before heading off to Nelson as this was the last 
Chevron until Vernon. Our Hotel in Nelson was 
the North Shore Inn.

Once there we settled into the lobby since it was 
still raining and tried to make the decision of  
where to go for dinner. A bunch of  us headed 
off to downtown and the Jackson Hole Grill for 
dinner and a few ordered Pizza in since they were 
tired of  driving in the rain. Since I had a couple of  
beers I was trying to convince Bryan Wick to drive. 
He agreed as long as he could drive my car. So I 
handed him the keys and off we went. I believe he 
quite enjoyed it and said it had more power than 
his TR6. Go figure. After dinner we mostly hung 
around the lobby as it was still raining. Ken Nicoll 
decided that he needed to kick some butt at 

cribbage and coaxed me into a few games which 
I lost miserably. He then challenged Greg, who 
like me got his butt kicked. So the next time you 
see Ken he will be sure to tell you of  his winnings. 
However we don’t play for money so no big deal. 
He can gloat all he wants.
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BCTR Boy’s Run 2016

Day 3 started with rain as 
usual (yes my car leaks) as 
we headed up Highway 3A 
to Kaslo. What a great road 
for Triumphs, lots of  twists 
and turns. Too bad it was 
very wet and slick from all 
the rain. At least there was 
very little traffic. In Kaslo we 
assembled for a group photo 
by Kootenay Lake and the 
Canadian Pacific Paddle 
Steamer Sternwheeler, the 
SS Moyie which worked the 
Kootenay Lake from 1898 
until 1957.

From Kaslo we headed off 
to Nakusp for lunch with a stop for another photo 
shoot and to view the lake. Yes it was still 
raining.  Since Bryan Wicks drove my TR250, 
Brian Tomlinson suggested that we trade TR250’s 
for a test drive run into Nakusp. Brains car is great, 
a newer restoration so it doesn’t have as many 
creaks, groans or rattles as mine; it’s been 13 years 
since I restored my TR250. Since we were early 
for lunch some had a late breakfast, brunch before 
we headed off to Vernon via the Fauquier/Needles 
Ferry on Highway 6.

Since some of  us didn’t top up fuel in Nakusp, I 
was running on fumes by the time we got into 
Vernon and found a Chevron gas station. By this 
time the group had split up due to traffic in Lumby 
and Vernon. The run from Vernon to Kamloops 
took  a few of  us up Highway 97 to Falkland and 
then the Barnhartvale Road to Highway 1 where 
we headed west to the Kings Motor Inn. Our group 
was almost the last to arrive as the parking lot was 
full of  TR’s and guys with beverages. It stopped 
raining by this time, finally. After an early dinner 
the 3 days of  driving caught up with most of  us as 
by 9:00 PM everyone headed to their rooms to get 
some much needed sleep.

The run home on Sunday was fantastic, the whole 
day WITHOUT rain. We headed off shortly after 
8:00 AM down Highway 5A past Stump Lake (Old 
memories there for me) and stopped at Quinchena 
for another photo shoot and a quick man break.

From Quinchena we headed to Merritt where some 
of  the group fueled up and a few headed home via 
the Coquihalla while the rest of  us headed down 
Highway 8 to Spence’s Bridge an then Highway 1 to 
Boston Bar where we stopped for lunch at Fat Jack’s 
Diner. 
However some dummy (ME) left his jacket and 
camera at the restaurant and didn’t discover it was 
missing until Alex put out an all point bulletin that 
evening. Thanks Alex for getting it back to me. From 
Boston Bar we continued south on Highway 1 until 
we took the Agassiz turn off to Highway 7 to Mis-
sion. From there the remaining TR’s headed of  in 
various directions to their home base.

I must admit but after close to 1,800 kilometers 
mostly in the rain it was a very enjoyable trip with a 
great bunch of  guys. Until next year.

Paul Barlow
TR250



The Triumph Motor Company history is 
continued from the June issue of  the Triumph 
Heritage - BCTR Quarterly Publication. 
 

In the early 1950s it was decided to use the 
Triumph name for sporting cars and the Standard 
name for saloons and in 1953 the Triumph TR2 
was initiated, the first of  the TR series of  sports 
cars that would be produced until 1981. Curiously, 
the TR2 had a Standard badge on its front and the 
Triumph globe on its hubcaps.

Standard had been making a range of  small saloons 
named the Standard Eight and Ten and had been 
working on a replacement for these. The success of  
the TR range meant that Triumph was considered 
as a more marketable name than Standard and the 
new car was introduced in 1959 as the Triumph 
Herald. The last Standard car to be made in the 
UK was replaced in 1963 by the Triumph 2000.

Leyland and beyond
Standard-Triumph was bought by Leyland Motors 
Ltd. in December 1960; Donald Stokes became 
chairman of  the Standard-Triumph division in 
1963. Further mergers resulted in the formation of  
British Leyland Motor Corporation in 1968.
Triumph set up an assembly facility in Speke, 
Liverpool in 1959 gradually increasing the size of  
the most modern factory of  the company to the 
point that it could fully produce 100,000 cars per 
year. However, only a maximum of  30,000 cars 
was ever produced as the plant was never put to full 
production use, being used largely as an assembly 
plant. 

During the 1960s and ‘70s Triumph sold a succes-
sion of  Michelotti-styled saloons and sports cars, 
including the advanced Dolomite Sprint, which, in 
1973, already had a 16-valve four-cylinder engine. 
It is alleged that many Triumphs of  this era were 
unreliable, especially the 2.5 PI (petrol injection) 
with its fuel injection problems. In Australia, the 
summer heat caused petrol in the electric fuel pump 

to vapourise, resulting in frequent malfunctions. 
Although the injection system had proven itself  in 
international competition, it lacked altitude com-
pensation to adjust the fuel mixture at altitudes 
greater than 3,000 feet (910 m) above sea level. 

The Lucas system proved unpopular: Lucas did not 
want to develop it further, and Standard-Triumph 
dealers were reluctant unwilling to attend the asso-
ciated factory and field-based training courses.
For most of  its time under Leyland or BL owner-
ship the Triumph marque belonged in the Spe-
cialist Division of  the company which went by the 
names of  Rover Triumph and later Jaguar Rover 
Triumph, except for a brief  period during the mid-
1970s when all BL’s car marques or brands were 
grouped together under the name of  Leyland Cars.
The only all-new Triumph model initiated as Rover 
Triumph was the TR7, which had the misfortune 
to be in production successively at three factories 
that were closed: Speke, the poorly run Leyland-era 
Standard-Triumph works in Liverpool, the original 
Standard works at Canley, Coventry and finally the 
Rover works in Solihull. Plans for an 
extended range based on the TR7, including a 
fastback variant codenamed “Lynx”, were ended 
when the Speke factory closed. The four-cylinder 
TR7 and its short-lived eight-cylindered 
derivative the TR8 were terminated when the road 
car section of  the Solihull plant was closed (the 
plant continues to build Land Rovers.)

Demise of  Triumph Cars
The last Triumph model was the Acclaim, 
introduced in 1981 and essentially a rebadged 
Honda Ballade built under licence from Japanese 
company Honda at the former Morris Motors 
works in Cowley, Oxford. The Triumph name 
disappeared in 1984, when the Acclaim was 
replaced by the Rover 200, a rebadged version of  
Honda’s next generation Civic/Ballade model. The 
BL car division was by then named Austin Rover 
Group which also ended the Morris marque as well 
as Triumph.

Triumph Motor Company History 
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Current ownership
The trademark is owned currently by BMW, which 
acquired Triumph when it bought the Rover 
Group in 1994. When it sold Rover, it kept the 
Triumph marque. The Phoenix Consortium, which 
bought Rover, tried to buy the Triumph brand, but 
BMW refused, saying that if  Phoenix insisted, it 
would break the deal. The Standard marque was 
transferred to British Motor Heritage Limited. The 
Standard marque is still retained by British Motor 
Heritage who also have the licence to use the 
Triumph marque in relation to the sale of  spares 

and service of  the existing ‘park’ of  Triumph cars.

The Triumph name has been retained by BMW 
along with Riley, and Mini. In late 2007, the 
magazine Auto Express, after continued rumours 
that Triumph be revived with BMW ownership, 
featured a story showing an image of  what a new 
version of  the TR4 might look like. BMW has not 
commented officially on this.

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Triumph_Mo-
tor_Company#Triumph_Motor_Company

June Tour
June’s tour was arranged by able organizers, Olivier 
and Vlad. Meeting place was the Park and Tilford 
parking lot at 10:30 AM, July 16. I had taken my 
Jag as my co-driver Tom had injured his back just 
prior to visiting from the UK, so I could not sub-
ject him to the confines and almost unsprung TR6! 
Olivier and Vlad had printed out an excellent route 
map with some interesting details included. 

Proceeding through the waterfront area of  North 
Vancouver, which has its own interesting wartime 
history not detailed, but maybe unknown to many, 
built a large percentage of  the Canadian victory 
ships. A total of  385 in very short order to replace 
the merchant ships lost enemy action. The last of  
these ships to survive the war, the ‘Cape Britain’, 
was tied up in North Vancouver close to the site of  
the shipyard.  She was in service until a few years 
ago when she was towed out to the coast to be sunk 
and used as a diverse pleasure park! At least the 
Americans were thoughtful of  keeping two of  their 
built victory ships in operation as floating museums; 
one on the West Coast and the other on the East 
Coast. 

Apologies for drifting off the June tour but as 
having sailed as crewmember on one of  these 

well-built ships just after the war, it helped me ap-
preciate Canada’s war effort. 

Further along, we drove the always fascinating 
Marine Drive and passed the Thunderbird Marina, 
which not only accommodates some lovely boats, 
but also houses the beautiful collection of  MG’s, 
which our club was privileged with a viewing of  a 
few years ago. 

On through Horseshoe Bay, to join up with High-
way 99 to continue on the lovely Sea-to-Sky Hwy to 
Brittania Beach for a rest stop and regroup. On my 
first trip up there in 1957, the road was all gravel 
to Squamish. At the town turn off, we got off Hwy 
99 to continue north on a more interesting route up 
the Squamish Valley through some nice sports car 
roads. At the top end of  this route we retraced the 
route through Brackendale to wind up at the Shady 
Tree pub for a libation and lunch.  The tour par-
ticipants that included Vlad and Cathy, Olivier and 
Chris, Vito and Madeline, Peter and Eileen, Ken, 
Gerald, Alex, Tom and myself. Thanks again two 
are capable organizers Vlad and Olivier; Well done 
and informative layout that included some local 
history.  Cheers

 John Hunt TR6
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The 28th Annual Western Washington All British 
Field Meet was held on July 23, 2016 at St. Ed-
wards State Park in Kenmore Washington. There 
were 9 BC Triumph Registry members who met 
up at the McDonalds in Bellingham and after Lee 
performed some minor repairs on his TR6’s cool-
ing system we headed off for the 2 hour run to the 
show. Jerry Goulet let the way since he knew the 
best route. The run down was uneventful with all 
9 of  us keeping up to each other. Once we got to 
the Kenmore turnoff off Highway 405 the GPS 
directions are a bit weird. My GPS said one thing 
and Jerry’s said another. We stopped part way to 
discuss options and decided since Jerry was leading 
his GPD prevailed. Anyway we made it with a few 
twists and turns.

After a few of  us who didn’t pre-register got the 
paperwork sorted out we all found our various 

Western Washington ABFM

display locations and proceeded to do the last spit & 
polish before the general public arrives. The show 
was a typical ABFM event with the display of  all 
British marques including a rare Triumph Italia 
and a swap met. After a full day of  wandering and 
inspecting all sorts of  cars it was time for the awards. 
The awards presentation was a bit different that we 
were used to. Besides being an hour late the main 
stage only presented the Best of  Show, Debuting 
Restoration awards etc. The individual Class awards 
were 
presented by the local car clubs. An interesting 
process but it did not allow you to know who what 
what in other classes. 

The BC Triumph Registry did well in the awards 
presented by the Tyee Triumph Club. Of  the 9 cars 
present we took home 4 awards. Brian Thomlinson, 
1st place for his TR250, Frank Vanden Dorpal, 2nd 
place for his TR6, Richard Walker, 2nd place for 
his TR8 and Barrie Puffer, 1st place for his Spitfire. 
Well done Lads!

The run home was uneventful with a stop in 
Bellingham for the traditional Mexican dinner and 
of  course some shopping at ‘Harbor Freight Tools’.

Happy Motoring
Paul Barlow, TR250
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Ha, ha, ha, ha!
The BCTR would like to welcome the following 
new member to our club.

• Bryant Paulsen - TR4A IRS

You are encouraged to discover the many 
opportunities available to all members to 
contribute to making our club, strong, vibrant and 
interesting. 

Welcome New Members

A BCTR member saw this and wondered if  it was 
being delivered to John Hunt’s house!

BCTR Meeting Minutes
The minutes to the May, June, July and August 
BCTR meetings are available through the Club 
website at http://www.bctriumphregistry.com/

An Day at Mission Raceway 

A group of  BCTR members went out to Mission Raceway in August to enjoy some speed. They got to 
take their cars on the track for a few laps. It’s a great opportunity for club members to see classic sports 
car racing. 



From the Editors 

Monthly Meetings
BC Triumph Registry Monthly Meetings are held 
the second Wednesday of the month.

Location: 
MEETING LOCATION
Effective January 2016, the BCTR meetings will be 
held at the Cloverdale Fairgrounds, 
6188 -176 Street, Surrey

Time:
Start at 7:45 pm sharp!

Memberships 
Memberships
Membership dues are $40.00 per year and are due 
by December 31st. 

Family Memberships
Family memberships are $50 for households that 
have two continuously active members.  The 
second member is entitled to vote at all regular 
BCTR meetings.

For membership renewals, contact: BCTR 
Registrar - Ken Nicoll kdntr6@gmail.com

Joanne and Ken are your editors of  the quarterly 
publication. We have enjoyed being members of  
the club and  meeting friendly folks who share an 
enthusiasm and passion for Triumph sports cars. In 
addition to being the editors of  the quarterly 
publication, Ken is the club registrar and archivist.  

Triumph Heritage is published four times a year 
(March, June, September and December) and is 
distributed to its members as part of  their annual 
dues. Only paid-up members will receive the 
quraterly  publication on a regular basis

We accept no responsibility for errors or 
omissions. Opinions expressed are those of  the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect those of  the 
BCTR executive or its membership. 

If  there is an error in your name or address or you 
have moved, please let the editors know. The Club 
and the Quarterly Publication will be as good as we 
collectively make it and we thank the members who 
contribute to making it interesting. Please continue 
to share your stories, expereinces, and photos - send 
them to kdntr6@gmail.com.  

Ken Nicoll and Joanne Edey-Nicoll

  BC Triumph Registry needs an 
Advertising Coordinator to organize a

dvertising for BCTR Quarterly Publication and 
Annual Calendar.

Can you please, please, please help? 
Contact Brian Thomlinson - President

   thomlinson2@shaw.ca 
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Regalia
All items available with BCTR Club or standard Triumph logo.  Order by email: kesparkes@shaw.ca 

Embriodered Cloth Crests
2 ½” Diameter            $10 

Long sleeve Henley 

Pocket, tagless back 
neck, logo horn but-
tons, taped neck and 

shoulder seams. 
Black or Olive   $42

Aerial Flags           $5 

United We Drive Pins 1 3/8” x 3/8”         $3

Men’s Melton Wool Jacket   
Leather sleeves and stand-up collar, 

rib-knot cuffs and waist band, snap fron 
closures, full Taffeta lining, inside pocket,  

with logo.    Sizes S-5X
$175

You can order directly from Capricorn One in the UK. They have a wide range of Triumph Auto items.Their 
website is www.capricorn1.co.uk. All items for all Triumph cars displayed when you click on “Triumph”. 
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Executive 
President     Brian Thomlinson               thomlinson2@shaw.ca 
Vice President    Brian Wicks         bwicks@mantechenterprises.com 
Secretary    Alec Mielen              amielen@uniserve.com
Treasurer    Keith Sparkes                    kesparkes@shaw.ca
Registrar    Ken Nicoll         kdntr6@gmail.com 

Coordinators
Communications/Regalia   Ellen Sparkes           kesparkes@shaw.ca    
Advertising     To be filled           your email could go here          
Club Archivist    Ken Nicoll         kdntr6@gmail.com
Events      Vladi Kuzel               vkuzrel@telus.net
Webmaster     Jerry Goulet      jerry.tr3a@gmail.com
Publication Editors    Joanne and Ken Nicoll       kdntr6@gmail.com
Club Assets    Jerry Goulet     jerry.tr3a@gmail.com

Technical Reps

TR2/3/3A/B    Bryan Wicks          bwicks@mantechenterprises.com
TR4/4A     John Finlayson           john_finlayson@ telus.net  
TR5/250     Brian Thomlinson   thomlinson2@shaw.ca 
TR6      Lee Cunningham            l_cunnin@hotmail.com   
     Bob McDiarmid             rjmcdiarmid@telus.net
TR7/8     Dave Rodger      rosrodger@gmail.com
GT6      Jerry Goulet     jerry.tr3a@gmail.com
Spitfire     Barrie Puffer                             bpuffer1@shaw.ca
Triumph Other    Paul Barlow        paul_tr250@shaw.ca

People that make BC Triumph Registry Tick.....
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If  you have an event that you think would be of  interest to BCTR members and would like to have included 
in this list, please contact  Vladi Kuzel- vkuzrel@telus.net

June 4  BCTR June Run     Langley
June 4  West Vancouver Car Show    Ambleside Park, West Vancouver
June 5  Old English Car Club British Invasion Car Show Westview Mall North Vancouver
June 8  BCTR Meeting     Cloverdale Recreation Centre, Surrey
June 9-12 Boy’s Run      BCTR Annual Boy’s Run
June 11-12 Sports Car Club of  BC    River’s Edge Race Track,  Mission
June 12 Sockeye Run Car Show    Steveston Park, Richmond
June 17-19 British Car and Bike Show    Radium Hot Springs
June 18 Brits and Friends Slalom    Western Speedway in Victoria BC
June 19 Old Car Sunday     Mission
June 23-25 Idaho Britsh Car Tour    www.idahobritishcars.com/events/st2016
June 26 Fortin’s Village Classic Car Show   Chilliwack
July  BCTR July Run     Monthly Run
July 10  Brits on the Beach     Ladysmith, BC
July 13  BCTR Meeting     Cloverdale Recreation Centre, Surrey
July 17  Fraser Valley Car Show    Heritage Park, Chilliwack
July 22-23 Western Washington All British Field Meet   St Edward State Park, Seattle WA
August 6-7 Sports Car Club of  BC    River’s Edge Race Track, Mission
August 10 BCTR Meeting     Cloverdale Recreation Centre, Surrey
Aug 12-14 All Triumph Drive In (ATDI)    Campbell River, Vancouver Island
Aug 20-21 BC Historic Motor Races    River’s Edge Race Track, Mission
August 21 POCO Car Show     Downtown Port Coquitlam 
August 21 Ladner Car Show     Ladner
Sept 2-3-4 All British Field Meet (ABFM)   International Raceway, Portland OR
Sept 8-11 Triumphest 2016     Ventura, California
Sept 10-11 Sports Car Club of  BC    River’s Edge Race Track, Mission
Sept 10-11 Luxury Car Show     VanDusen Botanical Garden, Vancouver
Sept 11 FVBMC Hougen Park Picnic    Hougen Park, Abbotsford
Sept 14 BCTR Meeting     Cloverdale Recreation Centre, Surrey
Sept 17 British Car Club of  Wenatchee British Car Show Pybus Market Wenatchee, WA
Sept 18 British Car Day     Oakville, ONTARIO
Oct 3-7 VTR National Texas - Red River Triumph Club Lake Texoma Texas
Oct 8-9 Sports Car Club of  BC    River’s Edge Race Track, Mission
Oct 12  BCTR Meeting     Cloverdale Recreation Centre, Surrey
Nov 6  OECC London to Brighton Commemorative Run London to Brighton, ENGLAND
Nov 9  BCTR Meeting     Cloverdale Recreation Centre, Surrey
Dec 14  BCTR Meeting     Cloverdale Recreation Centre, Surrey

• For more detailed information, check out the BCTR website: http://www.bctriumphregistry.com/
• All dates are subject to change. The information has been gathered from outside sources and we take no 

responsibility for errors or omissions.

2016 Events 



Andrew & Michelle Ward - 1982 TR8

Vito & Madelaine Donatiello 1960 TR3A
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